
 

1862—1933 
James Davis Dickson  

     J. D. Dickson was born in the tiny rural village 

of Pine Level, Alabama, the 8th of 11 children 

born to David & Mary Ann Goss Dickson.  His 

father was a successful planter in this area of large 

cotton plantations. His parents are buried here in 

the old cemetery of the Pine Level Baptist Church.  
(This map of the Pine Level community was drawn in about 
1880.) 

 

Journalist, educator, entrepreneur 

 In 1926 the editors of TIME Magazine found 

the writings of our ancestor, James Davis Dickson 
(1862-1933), to be worthy to report upon in the 

weekly edition of the national news magazine. While 

residing in San Diego, California, J. D. Dickson, the 

father of our Dickson-Thomas family line, was enthu-

siastically engrossed in promoting his insurance and 

collections businesses, an entrepreneurial endeavor 

that had occupied a great part of his time since his 

days in the 1880s in east Alabama.  He promoted his 

businesses through the offering of thoughts of wisdom 

and chivalry, an innovative marketing approach for its 

time and one that prompted TIME Magazine to label 

Dickson a “gallant” man. 
 

 April 24, 2012, marked the 150th anniversary    

of his birth — in a small, rural community known as 

Pine Level — in the southern farmlands of Montgom-

ery County, Alabama.  From there, throughout his life, 

he covered the southern and western parts of the U.S. 

in his travels, on business, religious and political pur-

suits. His passion for political causes and the pursuit 

of justice — in a rapidly industrializing country, aged 

by world war —reached an even larger world through 

the published articles that appeared in his name when-

ever and wherever he sought a voice.  
 

 The newspaper he co-founded in 1892, The 
Alexander City Outlook, remains in publication today 

in Alexander City, Alabama — and continues as an 

instrument for enriching and building the Tallapoosa 

County community which has grown dramatically 

since the years James Davis Dickson resided there and 

edited its newspaper.  While there he opened the 

town’s first graded public school as its principal, 

formed a literary society and chaired the 1st Volunteer 

Fire Department that would organize for the prosper-

ing southern town’s protection.  

     J. D. Dickson received a classical education at Howard College          

in Marion, Alabama where he studied from 1878-1882, receiving a     

Bachelor’s Degree and graduating as Captain of Cadet Company “A”. 

The Faculty and Staff of the College, an institution governed by the    

Alabama Baptist Association, recommended him to the leaders of the 

newly-formed Town of Alexander City who were searching for a        

principal to organize the new town’s first graded school . 

   

    (From the 1879-80 Howard College catalogue) Dickson, J.D. studied Latin, 

Greek, Book Keeping, Penmanship, English Comp. and Rhetoric, Elocution, 

Mathematics and Engineering in his second year at college. 



 

1862—1933 

 150 years after his birth, his descendants can 

reflect upon the life of an ancestor dedicated to the 

betterment of the increasingly complex world he in-

habited. Born during the Civil War while his father 

was in battle, he later served the nation in uniform 

himself as part of the U.S. occupational forces of 

Cuba in 1898-99, at the end of the Spanish-American 

War.  But his role as Regional Director of the Employ-

ment Service Office of the U.S. Department of Labor 

placed literally thousands of individuals returning 

from World War I in gainful positions of employment 

throughout his adopted home state of Texas and along 

the Texas-Mexican border.  
 

 James Davis Dickson  once attributed the  

Christian teachings of his mother, Mary Ann Goss 
Dickson, during his childhood in rural Alabama to be 

the inspiration for his lifetime of service to church  

and community. A century and a half later, his         

descendants remember him for the abundant gifts he 

offered for the goodwill of others and that carried him 

to positions of prominence and leadership in educa-

tion, business, church, and civic affairs.  It is reward-

ing to know that there is much for us to celebrate in 

the life of James Davis Dickson who, through his    

union with Jessie Ida Thomas, began our family’s 

story from  Alabama to Texas and beyond.  

James Davis Dickson  

 

 

    As principal of the first graded school of      

Alexander City, Alabama, Dickson introduced    

the curriculum and uniforms for boys and girls.   

He also led the formation of a literary society      

and drama guild for the community.  Here in 1886, 

he is shown with students and faculty at the       

entrance to the wooden schoolhouse. (Dickson is 

standing on the far right, 2nd row.) 

    During his first years in the Alexander City community, Dickson 

served as correspondent for the weekly Tallapoosa New Era newspaper, 

published in Dadeville, the nearby county seat.  However, in 1891,   

together with an associate, he purchased a competing paper, the weekly 

Beacon, and changed its name to the Alexander City Outlook.  He 

served as its first editor, while also operating an insurance company 

with clients throughout the Alabama region and the adjoining states of 

Georgia and Florida. The newspaper rapidly grew in size and prestige 

as its coverage of news and events — local, national and international 

— received acclaim.  From the office of editor, Dickson promoted 

causes and issues important to the growth and organization of the newly 

incorporated town, and his writings offer warm reminisces of life in 

“Alex City” in the 1890s.  
      In later years in Texas and California, J. D. Dickson continued       

to operate his insurance business and a collections company.  In the   

January 18, 1926 issue of TIME Magazine (cover reproduced above),   

a report on his collections business tells of his innovative use of         

the marketing of chivalry to his customers, labeling him a “gallant”  

collector.     
Documented by Jim Power, Jr.—JimPowerJr@aol.com 
(A great grandson of James Davis Dickson) 



 

1862—1933 James Davis Dickson  

Documented by Jim Power, Jr.—JimPowerJr@aol.com 
(A great grandson of James Davis Dickson) 

James Davis Dickson 

1862 - 1933 

Born in Montgomery County, Alabama 

Died in San Antonio, Texas 

m. Mary 

m.  Elizabeth (surname unknown) 

 8 children 

m. Rebecca Aubrey 

  5 children 

m. Sarah Otterson Herson  

(1750—1785)   2 Children 

m.  Mrs. Martha (Cureton ) Aubrey  

(1764 -1796)  5 Children 
m. Anne/anna  Allen Smith  

(1772 –1840)   6 children 

m. (Name Unknown) 

1 child  

m.  Nancy Campbell (Scotland) 

2 children 

m. (Name Unknown) 

2 children 

David Madison Dickson 

1811-1877 

Born in Jackson County, Georgia 

Died in Pine Level, Alabama 

Michael Dickson 

1788 -1853/56 

Born in Greene County, Georgia 

Died  in Pine Level, Alabama 

William Dickson 

1710/15  -  1775 

Born in Ireland; arrived in America abt 1730 

Settled in Anson County, NC—which became SC 

Michael Dickson 

 Abt 1680  -  Abt 1764 

Born in County Tyrone, Ireland 

Died in Duplin County, North Carolina 

Joseph Dickson, the second 

1655—1744 

Born and Died in Northern Ireland 

1630 

1655  
1680 

1706 

1750 

1788 

1811 

1862 

m. Mary Ann Goss (1823—1899) 

 10 children 

m. Jessie Ida Thomas  

(1868—1908)  4 children 

m. Hannah Charlotte Dickson 

( 1882—1966) no children 

Joseph Dickson, the first 

1630 — D. Unknown 

Born in County Down, Ireland 

D. Unknown in Ireland 

m. (Name Unknown) 

6 children    

Gen. David Dickson 

1750 —1830 

Born in VA or Pendleton County, South Carolina 

Died in Fayette Co.,(now Clayton Co.) Georgia 

Simon Dickson 

1607/08 — D. Unknown 

Born in England, although a Scotsman.   

Moved to Dromore, County Down, Ireland 
1607 

Notes from the Dickson Family Tree  
 

 James Davis Dickson  was a son of David Madison Dickson (1811-1877) and Mary Ann Goss 
Dickson (1823-1899).  He was a 4th generation, American-born Dickson issue, descending from the family 

of Simon Dickson, who was born in England in 1607 and was later sent to Ireland in service to the King’s 

army.  Simon Dickson’s great grandson, Michael Dickson, came to America with his Scottish-born wife, 

Nancy Campbell, and their firstborn son, William, in about 1730.  Landing in Virginia via the James River, 

they later settled in colonial North Carolina and, typical of colonial American settlers, followed opportuni-

ties of land offerings, agriculture, and commerce throughout the southern parts of the country.  
 

 Of note to this branch of our family’s history is the service of General David Dickson (1750-1830) 
in the Revolutionary War, as Brigadier General in the Georgia State Militia.  Later, he dedicated his life to 

public service, as Justice of the Peace, as Representative and Senator in the Georgia Legislature and as 

Court Justice until his death in 1830.   


